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ear Daughters and pending/prospective 
Daughters:  I hope you all had a wonderful 
Christmas and New Years – and are ready for 
2014!  Reminder to Chapter Presidents and 

Committee Chairs – your reports are due to me now 
and are not to be sent directly to National.  Thank you.  
   In your service, 
   Sheila 
********************************************************* 

Wreaths Across America 

 
Baseline-Meridian Chapter member Mary Ellen 
Laursen and I attended the Wreaths Across America 
at the NLR Veterans Cemetery and placed 11 
wreaths on the graves of veterans who died with no 
family of record.  In addition to the wreaths 
donated by U.S.D. 1812, over 500 wreaths were 
placed this year due to generous donations from the 
community.  Mark your calendars for next year:  2nd 
Saturday in December and join us in supporting our 
Gold Star Families. 
********************************************************* 

 Valentines’ Day   
Mark your calendars 

VA National Salute Ceremony 
VA Voluntary Service staffs, plans and executes local 
events and activities at VA Medical Centers, and 
Community Based Outpatient Clinics.  The National 
Salute is observed annually during the week of 
Valentine’s Day – a day of caring and sharing which 
underscores the Salute’s expression of honor and 
appreciation to Veterans.  VA National Salute program 

began in 1978 and in tribute to Herman E. “Shorty” 
Hagerman (1927-2008) the 7th annual “Shorty Ride” 
will be conducted by the Patriot Guard Riders (PGR).  
The “Shorty Ride” will leave from the Maritime 
Museum in North Little Rock and arrive at the Ft. Roots 
VA Hospital in time to stand a Flag line for the VA 
National Salute ceremony held at the hospital.   The PGR 
each year collects needed items and donations for 
delivery to the Ft. Roots VA Hospital in memory of 
Shorty.  Shorty was a veteran of WWII and a staunch 
Patriot Guard Rider.  Last year, U.S.D. 1812 members 
generously donated a 32 inch TV for one of the day 
rooms at Ft. Roots, along with needed toiletries, etc., for 
the patients. 
********************************************************* 

 
he annual George Washington Birthday 
luncheon will be held on February 18 at the 
Hot Springs Country Club.  The speaker will 

be Dr. Wade Derden, Social Science Division 
Chairman and history professor at National Park 
Community College. Paid reservation of $23.00 
should be made payable to Akansa NSDAR and 
mailed to Sheila Beatty, 27 Doblez Circle, Hot 
Springs Village, 71909-5109 and received by me no 
later than February 10th.  Seating is limited, so 
get your reservations soon. 
********************************************************* 

A look At yesteryeAr 
Kate Dowdle Davis Scholarship Fund  

Ladies: While reading one of the National 
Newsletters from 1948, I learned that the State 
Society voted to turn over to Hendrix College the 
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Kate Dowdle Davis Scholarship fund.  No notation 
as how much or other details, so I wrote to the 
college inquiring about the scholarship and received 
this reply: 
“Thank you for your inquiry. We have reviewed our 
scholarship records and we do not show where a 
Kate Dowdle Davis Scholarship fund was 
established at Hendrix College. If the United States 
Daughters of 1812 turned over the Kate Dowdle 
Davis Scholarship fund to the College around 1948, 
it might not have been the amount needed to 
establish an individual endowed scholarship. If that 
is indeed the case, the gift would have been 
incorporated in the College’s general endowment 
fund.  While we were able to confirm that Kate 
Dowdle Davis did indeed attend Hendrix, we have 
not been able to find any record of this gift. Please 
remember that the Hendrix College Administration 
building did burn in 1982 and some records were 
lost in the business office.  If we can be of further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.” 
Donna Plemmons, Executive Assistant to the 
President, Hendrix College 
********************************************************* 

 
A Little Known Flag Fact 
about John Paul Jones: 

U.S. Navy hero John Paul Jones has three flag 
firsts. As senior lieutenant on the Alfred in 
December 1775, he was the first person to unfurl the 
Continental Colors on a naval vessel. On February 
14, 1778, Jones arranged for his ship, the Ranger, to 
exchange salutes with a French Admiral in 
Quiberon Bay, marking the first time a foreign 
nation saluted the American flag. On April 24, 1778, 
Jones and the Ranger captured the British sloop 
Drake off the English coast—the first victory at sea 
for a U.S. Navy ship flying the American flag. 
********************************************************* 

The War of 1812 & Nova 
Scotia’s African Heritage 

    The War of 1812 not only had implications for the 
survival of North America's loyalist colonies, it also 
marked the second great wave of African migration 
to modern day Canada before the creation of the 
Underground Railway. 
    In 1783, as many as 8-10,000 Black Loyalists 
claimed the freedom granted them by the British 
Empire and fled the new United States. More than 
3,000 of them settled in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. Thirty years later, these Black Loyalists 
welcomed another group of former slaves to the 
Maritimes. 
    During the War of 1812, the British once again 
promised sanctuary and liberty to any slaves of 

Americans who would join their side in the conflict. 
This course of action was not motivated by any high 
humanitarian ideals; it was simply one means by 
which the British hoped to weaken the American 
economy which was in part based on slave labour. 
    Tactic of war or high ideal, it mattered little to the 
slave for regardless of its intent, the scheme meant 
freedom and a new home. In September 1813, one 
hundred and twenty blacks who had escaped their 
masters were sent  to Nova Scotia by the British. 
They were just the first of many such "black 
refugees" who would make the long journey to 
Halifax over the next few years.    
    On April 2 and 7, 1814, the commander of the 
British fleet on the Atlantic coast opened the way to 
freedom for more blacks by making official the 
policy which had been common practice unofficially 
up to that time. Now any resident of the United 
States who came to a British ship or military post 
would be given free transportation to a British 
possession as well as free land on which to settle. 
This scheme was not designed specifically for the 
blacks but over 3,600 slaves responded to Britain's 
offer, two thousand of whom were sent to new 
homes in Nova Scotia. Most of those who came to 
the Maritime colony were settled in the Preston and 
Hammonds Plains area around Halifax. 
    Although some of the black refugees came from 
Georgia, Louisiana and North Carolina, the majority 
were from Virginia and Maryland. The slave system 
from which these blacks had escaped was a milder 
one than the Black Loyalists had known in their 
day. This mildness ill-prepared the refugees for the 
kind of work settlement in a northern colony 
demanded. 
    The Black Loyalists had been used to hard work 
and so they did not have as great a difficulty 
adapting to the rigours of their new life style in 
Nova Scotia. Black Loyalists often had a skill, but 
the refugees could do little more than simple field 
hand labour. The rudimentary domestic skills, crop 
management, and learning to live with a white 
neighbour were all new things which the refugee 
had to learn and learn quickly if he hoped to survive 
in his new home. The process was often a painful 
one.     
    Despite government aid, the black refugees found 
it extremely difficult to adapt to the demands made 
upon them by their new life of freedom and many 
became beggars and burdens on the community. By 
comparison with the Black Loyalists of thirty years 
before the refugees were a  frightened, disorganized 
group of people ill-prepared to begin an 
independent life for themselves so abruptly. 
    John Burton, a white Baptist minister, was 
among those who tried to help the refugees adapt to 
life in Nova Scotia. Already familiar with the area 
and its black community, Burton was able to work 
closely with the government officials who had to 



 

 

wrestle with the countless problems the sudden 
immigration posed.             
    Recognizing Burton's unique ability to relate to 
the blacks, the government put him in charge of the 
populations of Preston and Hammonds Plains. The 
religion of these blacks, no doubt, was an important 
factor in Burton's sway over then as well. Virtually 
all the refugees were Baptists. Perhaps what was 
most encouraging in this period was not so much 
the phenomenal increase in black church members, 
but the beginnings of black leadership within the 
church. 
    In 1816, an escaped slave from the Virginia 
tobacco fields came to Halifax in search of his 
mother who had fled to Nova Scotia earlier with the 
black refugees. When he found her in the town of 
Preston, Richard Preston resolved to stay with his 
mother and "make some sort of a life in the coastal 
colony. Since his mother had last laid eyes on him 
Richard Preston had undergone a profound change. 
In 1815 he became a Christian, not "just a 
Christian", but one who delighted in sharing his 
faith. 
    The blacks of Halifax and Preston saw "that they 
had a useful acquisition in their ranks,"' and 
Richard Preston was quickly put to work in the 
Baptist efforts among the members of his race. 
Despite a limited education Preston had a keen wit, 
a ready sense of humour and a  natural gift for 
oratory which someday would charm congregations 
in England as it did the humble black refugees of 
Nova Scotia. 
    John Burton was not long in bringing Preston 
under his wing, teaching and assisting him, 
eventually producing a "great success to the cause of 
Christianity". The apprenticeship pattern Burton 
established with Preston was to become standard 
procedure in the selection, training and growth of 
future elders among the black Baptist churches. 
    In time, Richard Preston became the undisputed 
leader of Nova Scotia's black Baptists. By 1854, he 
had established the African Baptist Association 
which, although a religious organization, also 
helped its members achieve their socio-economic 
goals, safe-guarded their existing rights, and 
worked to attain the rights enjoyed by white Nova 
Scotians. 
   To secure permission to reprint this 
article contact the author at  
stephendavids@gmail.com Stephen Davidson 
has written for Canada's History Magazine, The 
Loyalist Gazette, and The Dictionary of 
Canadian Biography. His history book, "The 
Burdens of Loyalty: Refugee Tales from the First 
American Civil War" can be purchased at 
reachriver@gmail.com . His young adult novel, 
"Letters for Elly" is based on the true stories of 
seven loyalist children who fled Connecticut to 
settle in New Brunswick. It can be ordered at 
http://www.kingstonnb.ca/Books.html    
********************************************************* 

Chapters 
lease send your news and photos to me if you 
would like me to include in the newsletter.  
Thank you. 

********************************************************* 

 

Email Buddies 
adies:  We still need a few of you to “adopt” 
another member who does not have email.  
You will choose which member you want to 
adopt, let us know, and be responsible for 

delivering announcements and newsletters to her. 
********************************************************* 

Veterans of War 
of 1812 Grave Locating Project 

Approximately 609 identified as possibly buried in 
AR.  Of those, 306 cemetery locations are known. 
136 have been marked; 170 need marking. 
********************************************************* 

New Year’s Eve at Little 
Rock Airport 

189th Civil Engineers Return 
Home from Afghanistan 

hat a great way to spend New Year’s Eve!  
We welcomed home part of the 189th 
deployed to Afghanistan (more are due 

home in a few weeks).  U.S.D. 1812 gave out stick 
Flags to family and friends (and strangers) and 
pocket Flags to the returning Engineers and their 
waiting comrades.  We enjoyed every minute of it. 

 

 
********************************************************* 
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The 100th Arkansas 
Society U.S.D. 1812 State 

Council 
he first State Conference was held on April 4, 
1914 at the Hotel Marion in Little Rock.  Then 
State President Katherine Braddock Barrow’s 

report spanned the period of our beginnings from 
April 4, 1908 to April 4, 1914. 
   Now, 100 years later, the 100th State Council will 
be hosted by the Simon Bradford Chapter and held 
in Pine Bluff at the First Baptist Church on 
Thursday, February 27, 2014.  Send your check of 
$20.00 made payable to the Simon-Bradford 
Chapter NSUSD1812 and mail to Sharon Wyatt at 
3301 South Poplar, Pine Bluff 71603.  Sharon needs 
to receive your check by Feb 17th. 
  Location: 6501 S Hazel St, Pine Bluff, AR 71603 
(off of I-530, Exit 42 on South Hazel Street, across 
from Ridgway Road) 
   Special Guest will be Mary Webster Glenn, 3rd 
Vice President National. 
   Among business to be conducted:  -  Installation 
of Bicentennial Members; -  Election of Nominating 
Committee for new State Officers to be elected 
2015; -  Awards; -  Election of Delegates National 
Council; -  Officer’s and Chapter Report; -  Adoption 
of proposed Budget and Audit Report. 
   Weather permitting, we will adjourn to Bellwood 
Cemetery for a Dedication & Memorial Service for 
the 6 War of 1812 Veterans buried there. 
   Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
We have lots of Bicentennial members to install! 
The Call and Registration form have been 
sent in a previous email. 
********************************************************* 

 
lice Lloyd College faculty and students 
recently contributed to Operation 
Christmas Child, donating 1,082 

boxes that will be sent to children in over 
130 countries. On December 17th, several 
students also traveled to the international 
headquarters of Samaritan’s Purse in 
Boone, North Carolina, to aid in processing 
the boxes.  Way to go ALC! 
********************************************************* 

Remember the Men 
he Arkansas gentlemen who are working to 
establish a General Society War of 1812 in the 
state are still needing about 3 more in order 

to charter.  If you know of a resident of AR who is a 
descendant of a Veteran of the War of 1812 and who 
would like to be a charter member, have them 
contact Corey Burns at paratac@ymail.com   
********************************************************* 

Trip to England Planned for 
N.S.U.S. D. 1812 

   The Preservation of St. Michaels and All Angels 
Church Committee is planning a return trip to 
England to rededicate the stain glass window that 
has recently been restored by the Churches 
Conservation Trust with the help of your donations. 
The window was given by the national society in 
1910 in memory of the soldiers and sailors of the 
War of 1812 held at Dartmoor Prison.  
   We are hoping to introduce other individuals and 
groups to St. Michaels and have invited the National 
Society Colonial Dames of America and the three 
DAR chapters located in England to join us. The trip 
is being planned by Brownell and Original Travel in 
England. The National Society Colonial Dames of 
America is going to be in England to visit Sulgrave 
Manor from June 5-8th, so this is being offered to 
them as a pre-Sulgrave Manor excursion. The 
National Society Colonial Dames of America have 
shown a great deal of interest in the War of 1812 
and have a War of 1812 chairman.  
   The trip cost, which covers the trip to Plymouth 
and Princetown, as outlined in the itinerary from 
Brownell, is at today’s exchange rate of $985.00 
based on 20 people going. The deadline to register 
for the trip is February 14th and no money will be 
charged until after we have 20 sign up by February 
14th.  The Daughters of 1812 are doing the trip 
regardless of whether any of the other group 
members join us…….and of course, some may be 
members of both or all three organizations. The trip 
cost does not include airfare or your hotel in 
London. We have a group rate of 275 
pounds/double occupancy at The Cadogan Hotel in 
London for May 31 and June 1st, but that is 
optional.  You may have your own favorite hotel in 
London. 
   In addition, some of us are going by taxi to the 
Society of Genealogist on Saturday, May 31st and on 
June 1st we are planning to meet for Tea at the 
Royal Garden Hotel in Kensington. The Society of 
Genealogist charges a fee and Tea will be “dutch 
treat”.  
Connie Grund, Chairman National, Preservation of 
St. Michaels and All Angels Church 
********************************************************* 
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